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You can calculate the worth of a man by the number of
his enemies, and the importance of a work of art by the

harm that is spoken of'it.

Gustave Flaubert
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7.
The middle-class sensibilities

In or around 1980

when I was majoring in English
and American

literature at a university

I wrote an essay about

my impressions, among other
things, about seeing a beautiful
woman, beautifully dressed, emerge
out of a stinking

roadside

toilet, and I said, in that

essay, that I found it hard

to put one and one together

not to say two



when I got the assignment back from Milton
yes, the guy shared a sur

name with the poet

I saw his comments, from memory

as follows:

I think you

should pay more

respect to women

and to the

middle class sensibilities

to this day, my nostrils are still raw
with the smell of the toilet, con
mingled with the per

fume emanating from the wo

man

(10.15am, Sun, 11/9/11, at home in Kingsbury)
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